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EGBERT RAY NICHOLS 


Professor of English, University of Redlands, retiring President of Pi Kappa 
Delta. Mr. Nichols was with John A. Shields and E, A. Vaughn, one of the 
originators of the Pi Kappa Delta idea. His successor will be chosen at the 
National Convention to be held at Ottawa, Kansas, April 4, 5, and 6. 
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THE FORENSIC 
THE OTTAWA CONVENTION 


Plans for the National Convention at Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas, 
have been rapidly maturing. The program is printed in this issue, 

The president of the Ottawa chapter writes that they are looking forward 
to a great convention and hoping for a large attendance. 

Rooms for all delegates will be furnished free by the Ottawa chapter so 
each delegate should report his presence as soon as he arrives and the en- 
tertainment committee will locate him. 

Meals will cost the delegates about thirty-five cents each at the various 
college clubs, an arrangement similar to the one made at Washburn College 
at the last convention. 

The banquet will probably not cost over a dollar a plate so delegates will 
not find the convention expense very heavy in addition to the car fare. A 
convention picture will doubtless be taken but this is not a necessary ex- 
pense. 

Each chapter is entitled to one vote in the National Convention. It may 
have as many representatives as it chooses to send, but they can cast but 
one vote. Any member of Pi Kappa Delta has a right to sit in the conven- 
tion and may speak upon motions under consideration, but may not vote 
unless an accredited delegate of a chapter or an alumni asscciation. Visitors 
are welcome to the convention, 

Upon arrival at the convention all delegates should present their creden- 
tials to the General Secretary and get on the convention roll. Visiting mem- 
bers should register also, so that the entire attendance may be made a mat- 
ter of record. 

It is the duty of each chapter to send a delegate to the convention if pos- 
sible. In several cases this is a recognized impossibility at the present time. 
The next best thing then is the duty of the chapter. Join with another chap- 
ter in sending a delegate, and let him bear the credentials of both chapters. 
Or choose some member of the order who will be at the convention and send 
him credentials and the right to represent you, 

wach chapter should see to it that a report as to its membership, progress 
financially and forensically, goes before the convention. Such a report or 
letter can be sent in to any national officer, and it will reach the conven 
tion. The editor would like to receive such a letter from each chapter that 
is not to be represented by a delegate. 

It is a pleasing thing for the convention to receive telegrams from chap- 
ters and members who are unable to participate in the convention. It is a 
good way to show that you are wide awake. 


The council has suspended the action of the last convention excluding 
freshmen and class intercollegiate debaters from membership in Pi Kappa 
Delta. This action was taken for the period of the war. 





The council has passed favorably upon the petition of the Colorado Teach- 
er’s College, and has granted a charter to the local organization. Professor 
Alfred Westfall of Colorado Agricultural College has been appointed to in- 
stall the new chapter. The installation will take place some time before 
the National Convention. On behalf of the chapters of Pi Kappa Delta, the 
editor takes pleasure in welcoming Colorado Beta Chapter to our circle. 
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PI KAPPA DELTA : 


PROGRAM OF THE CONVENTION 


THURSDAY, APRIL 4 


2:00 P. M.—Call to order by National President. 
Address of Welcome by a member of the Ottawa Chapter. 
Response by Raymond E, Untereiner of Redlands Chapter, with 
presentation of Service Flag. 


2:30 P. M.—Organization of convention. Making up roll. 
Appointment of temporary officers and convention committees. 
Election of a reporter. Minutes of last convention, 
3:00 P. M.—President’s address on the state of the order. 
3:45 P. M.—Arrangement and place of committee meetings. 
Informal discussion and committee meetings. 
Adjournment, 


8:00 P. M.—Debate—Ottawa University vs. University of Redlands. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 5 


$:30 to 9:30—Committee meetings. 
9:30 P. M.—Call to order. 
Report of officers: National Treasurer, Editor of Forensic, See- 
retary, Historian. 
Report of Standing Committees. Charter and Extension. Gen- 
eral Welfare and Interforensic relations. 
Reports of Chapters. 
Unfinished business. 
New business. 
Reports of convention committees, 
Adjcurnment. 


2:00 P. M.—Call to order. 
Further reports of convention committees, 
Disposal of deferred actions and unfinished Lusiness. 
Nomination and election of National Officers. 
Adjournment. 


6:50-7:00 P. M.—Banquet. After-dinner speeches from National Officers, old 
and new, and from delegates of chapters represented. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 6 


v:00 A. M.—Initiation ceremony for Ottawa initiates. 
Installation ceremony for National Officers, 
Appoiniment of Standing Committees. 
Adjournment of Convention. 

Meeting of Kansas State Chapter, 





ATTENTION, CHAPTERS! 


Don’t forget that each Chapter should have a report ready for the Conven- 
tion, whether represented by a delegate or not. All communications for the 
convention will reach it if sent to the President, E. R. Nichols, addressed in, 
care of Dean C, O. Hardy, Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas. 












































4 THE FORENSIC 
OUR ORDER OF INSTRUCTION 


Pi Kappa Delta has the distinction of numbering among its members sev- 
elal college presidents and professors among whom are a large number of 
instructors in debating and public speaking. 

It is from among these older men that Pi Kappa Delta, at its next con- 
vention, will undoubtedly choose its new president and some of its other 
national officers. For what reason this issue has been given over pretty 
much to our Order of Instruction. 

Cuts of several of our debate coaches and instructors are given in this 
issue, together with a brief account of their professional careers, 

A list of our Order of Instruction follows: 


CALIFORNIA 





Redlands— 

Prof. A. Harvey Collins, History—Coach of Women’s Debates. 

Prof. Egbert Ray Nichols, English—Coach of Men's Debates and Oratory. 
Whittier— 

Prof. W. E. Knox, English and Public Speaking—Coach of Debates and 

Oratory. 

Colorado Agricultural College— 

Prof. B. F'. Coen, English—Manager of Debates, 

Prof. Alfred Westfall, English and Public Speaking—Coach of Debates. 
Colorado Teachers’ College— 

Prot. Charles J. Blount—Honorary. 

Prot. Emma Charlotte Dumke—Expression. 

Prof. G. W. Finley—Coach of Debate. 

Prof, Frances Tobey—Expression. 

Prof. F, L. Wright—Honorary. 


ILLINOIS 
Eureka— 
President H. O. Pritchard, President Eureka College—Coach of Debates. 
Illinois Wesleyan— 
Prof. P. C. Somerville, English—Former Coach of Debate. 


IOWA 
Central College— 
Prof. J. D. Dodson, English—Coach of Debate. 
Highland Park College— 
Prof. H. M. Mumford, English and Public Speaking—(Has left Highland 
Park.) 
lowa Wesleyan— 
Prof. R. E. Luebbers, Dean and Professor of Economies—Coach of 
Debate. 
Prof. Anna Warhurst, Expression—Coach Oratory. 
Morningside College— 
Prof. Charles A. Marsh, Public Speaking—Coach Debate and Oratory. 


KANSAS 
Fairmount College— 
Prof. C. C. Harbison—(Now at University of Illinois.) 
Kansas State Coliege— 
President H. J. Waters, President College—Honorary. 
Prof. J. W. Searson, Head English—Honorary. 
Prof. J. R. Macarthur, Professor English—Former Debate Coach. 





wn 


PI KAPPA DELTA 


Kansas State Normal— 
Prof. F. L. Gilson, Public Speaking—Coach of Debate. 
Ottawa University— 
Prof. C. O. Hardy, Dean and Professor of History and Economics—De- 
bate Coach. 
Prof. L. E. Ritchie, English and Public Speaking—Coach of Debate and 
Oratory. 
Prof. C. V. Stansell, English—Coach of Debate and Oratory. 
Southwestern College— 
President Frank E. Mossman, President College—Honorary. 
Prof. A. J. McCulloch, History and Political Science—Coach Debates, 
Prof. Ruth Ince,Expression—Coach, Oratory. 
Prof. Florence M. Cate, Latin and French—Honorary. 
Washburn College— 
Prof. E. D. Schonberger, English and Public Speaking—Coach Debate 
and Oratory. 


NEBRASKA 
Nebraska Wesleyan— 
Prof. E. H. Wells, Public Speaking—Coach. Oratory and Debate. 
Prof. O. H. Venner, English—Coach Debate. 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Jamestown College— 
Prof. Nathaniel B. Dexter, English and Public Speaking—Coach Debate 
and Oratory. 


OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma A, & M. College— 
Prof. Isadore Samuels, Public Speaking—Graduate School, Columbia. 
Prof. John R. Pelsma—Coach Debate. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Huron College— 
Prof. E. D. Hunt, English and Public Speaking—Coach Debate and 
Oratory. 
South Dakota Wesleyan— 
Prof. Elmer Harrison Wilds, Public Speaking—Coach Debate and oratory. 
(Has left Wesleyan.) 
Prof. H. I. Jones, Chemistry—Honorary. 
Prof. William S. Shepherd—Honorary. 
Dr. C. V. Gilliland—Honorary. 


TEXAS 
Southwestern University— 
Prof. William Dwight Wentz, Public Speaking—Coach of Debate and 
Oratory. 
WISCONSIN 
Ripon College— 
Prof. Henry P. Boody, English and Public Speaking—Coach Debate and 
Oratory. 


Professor William Dwight Wentz was graduated from the First ‘Pennsyl- 
vania State Normal School 1898, from the National College of EFlocution and 
Oratory, Philadelphia, with the degrees of Bachelor or Elocution and Ora- 
tory, 1907; Master of the Elements, 1908. He was a graduate student of the 
University of Pennsylvania, 1904-05; Instructor in Public Speaking and Dra- 
matic Art in the Wanamaker Institute, Philadelphia, 1913, and has been Pro. 
fessor in Public Speaking and English, Southwestern University, since 1913. 
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Prof. Alfred Westfall was graduated from Park College, Parkville, Mo., in 
1911. He took part in three intercollegiate debates, with Coe College, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, in 1909; with Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas, in 1910 and 
1911; winning in each case. He tried his hand, or rather voice, at oratory a 
few times during his college career and managed to win third place once in 
the college contest, he informed us modestly. 

He has been coaching debating for four years at Colorado Agricultural 
College, having charge of debates with the agriculture colleges of Kansas 
and Oklahoma twice each, with Denver University twice, and University of 
Wyoming four times, and with Greeley once. Interest in debating at Colo- 
rado State College has increased greatly since he began his work there. 


Albert J. McCulloch, Ph. D., was educated at University of Missouri, Uni- 
versity of Denver and Columbia University, teaching fellow in first named 
institution. Came to Southwestern College in 1910. Southwestern has won 
twenty-seven out of thirty-two debates, therefore the coach has the degree 
of Special Distinction in Pi Kappa Delta, due to extraordinary number of 
“Special Distinction” men in the Southwestern Chapter. 


Professor J. R. Pelsma was born “somewhere in Indiana,’ and received 
his B. S. degree from DePauw University, and his Ph. M. degree from the 
University of Chicago. He studied public speaking at each of these univer- 
sities and also at Harvard, University of Wisconsin, Skinner School of Ora- 
tory, and the Curry School of Expression. 

He began his teaching career in the public schools of Indiana, was day 
teacher in the Sac and Fox Indian reservation, and then assumed principal- 
ships or superintendencies of schools in Indiana, Nevada, Illinois, and Iowa. 
In 1918 he was given charge of the public speaking in Southwestern Univer 
sity, Georgetown, Texas. From 1914-1917 he was an instructor in Public 
Speaking in the University of Texas. While there he organized and con, 
ducted courses in public speaking in the University Summer School. The 
summers of 1912 and 1913 were spent in teaching at the University of Wis- 
consin, In the fall of 1917 he was elected Professor of Public Speaking at 
A. & M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 

He is author of “Lessons in Public Speaking” (1916); and “Oral Reading 
and Public Speaking” (1917. R.G. Badger, Publishers, Boston). 

P. C. Somerville, Ph. D., 1901 De Pauw University; A. M. 1902 De Pauw 
University; Ph. D., 1916, University of Southern Minnesota. 

Professor of English and Oratory, Buchanan College, Troy, Mo., 1902-03. 
Professor of Oratory and Public Speaking, Mt, Union College, Alliance, Ohio, 
1903-06. Superintendent of City Schools, Troy, Mo., 1905-07. Professor of 
English, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1907-1909. Pro- 
fessor of English Literature, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, II- 
linois, 1909. 

During all of these years he has been active in coaching debaters and 
orators in four different states, and many times he has served as the judge 
for intercollegiate debating contests and state oratorical contests. He was 
one of the Charter members of Pi Kappa Delta and has been instrumental in 
its behalf in the State of Illinois. For some time he was a member of the 
Charter Committee of the fraternity. 

For the last fifteen years he has done a great deal of work in Public 

peaking, Public Lecturing and Institute work. He is a member of the 
Rotary Club on the classification of Lecture at Bloomington, Illinois, and is 
a Thirty-second Degree Mason. 


Ss 
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(Data concerning the following men has not reached the editor, but what 
he kuows about them is appended here as they all deserve mention in an 
issue given over to our coaches.) 


Dr. John R. Macarthur although not actively engaged in public speaking 
work at the present time has coached debaters at the Kansas State Agri- 
cultural College and also at the State College of New Mexico. Mr. Mac- 
arthur at the time of his election to the office of General Secretary was act- 
ing-head of the English department of K. S, A. C. He is the author of the 
ritual used in our local initiations and has been very active in promoting the 
welfare of Pi Kappa Delta. 


Dean C. O. Hardy of Ottawa is also another of our ex-coaches of debate. Of- 
fice work and duties have kept him out of forensic endeavor of late, but for 
several years he was at the helm at Ottawa and made an enviable record for 
himself. He is a graduate of Ottawa University and did post-graduate work 
at Cornell and the University of Chicago. 


Professor L. E. Ritchie is Dean Hardy’s successor as debate coach at Ot- 
tawa. He holds the position of head of the department of Rhetoric and Pub- 
lic Speaking. He came to Ottawa from a Michigan college and was formerly 
head of Public Speaking work at the Kansas Normal, Emporia, Kansas. 


Professor E. D. Schonberger has charge of English, debating and oratory, 
and I believe dramatics also, at Washburn College. He has been singularly 
successful during the last few years and almost none of his debating team 
have been defeated, and his orators have averaged high. He came to Wash- 
burn from Drury College, Missouri. 


Prof. E. L. Hunt is a graduate of Huron College, class ’13. He is a young 
and energetic man in the South Dakota field and is making an excellent re- 
cord coaching the teams of his alma mater. 


Prof. Chas. L. Marsh is head of the department of public speaking at 
Morningside and has held this position for sometime. He has turned out 
some of the strongest debate teams snd some of the ablest ecllege orators 
that Iowa has had in recent years. He is one of Pi Kappa Delta’s veteran 
coaches. 


President H. O. Pritchard of Eureka College began his college work at 
Franklin College, Indiana. He is a fraternity brother (S. A, E.) of the edi 
tor—both of Indiana Alpha. Pritchard was graduated at Butler College, In- 
diana, however, and entered the ministry. As pastor of the Christian Church 
at Bethany, Nebraska, he volunteered his services as debate coach at Cotner 
and made a splendid record. He has continued this record at Eureka since 
becoming president having lost but one or two debates in the last six years 
He has always taken great tnterest in Pi. Kappa Delta. 


Prof. Henry P. Boody is the editor’s successor in the Department of 
Public Speaking at Ripon College. He is an eastern man. Since coming to 
Ripon he has made a name for himself in Wisconsin oratorical and debate 
circles, 

























































8 THE FORENSIC 
THE EDITOR’S FAREWELL 


This is the last issue of The Forensic which the present editor will have 
the honor of putting out. This last task is approached with feelings natural 
to one who has helped initiate an idea, helped found an organization, and 
then given several years to the service of that organization. The creative 
interest one takes in such an organization is not easily abandoned. It will 
survive the holding of an office and the editorship of The Forensic. Pi 
Kappa Delta will always claim a large place among the editor’s many and 
varied interests. Its success will still be his success, its growth the working 
out of his idea in common with the ideas of Shields and Vaughan, who helped 
devise the scheme of organization. 

Pi Kappa Delta has reached the place where its founders may safely re- 
lax their hold upon its leadership and turn the tasks that they have cheer- 
fully and at times even wearily performed, over to new men who have 
caught the idea for which the organization stands, and are willing to put 
their shoulders to the wheel. The organization now no longer depends upon 
one man or two men or three men. In times past it did, and the editor may 
look back to the days before the first Forensic when Pi Kappa Delta depend- 
ed absolutely upon his doing his “bit,” and feel that the Marne was safely 
passed. There was a time also when the organization depended upon the 
work of the First General Secretary, and the fact that Pi Kappa Delta is 
here is eloquent of the way in which he saved the situation financially. 

But now that pioneer days are over new men may take. up the work and 
carry it on to greater success that would have been possible to the founders. 
New blood counts. When two new men went onto the Council at the last 
convention Pi Kappa Delta took on new life. These men have ably carried 
out the duties imposed upon them by the order. These men should remain 
on the council by all means. Our historian, Mr. Krenmyre has been on the 
job from the beginning. He is an able man and has done his bit faithfully 
and well. The president is to retire this year. Vaughan has gone to war. 
The council will at least lose two of the older members. These two places 
should be filled with great care and caution. 

The delegates who attend the coming convention at Ottawa must choose 
a new leader and a new Vice-President and Chairman of the Charter Com- 
mittee. The future of Pi Kappa Delta is dependent upon the wisdom of this 
choice. 

The editor does not wish to dictate his successor or to pronounce any 
name or make any choice. He hopes in the convention that we may find 
a man upon whom we can all agree, and point to with enthusiasm and say, 
“here is our leader for the next administration.” He can aid this outcome 
possibly by detailing some of the necessary qualities that the President of 
Pi Kappa Delta should possess. 

Our leader should be a man interested in the field of debating and oratory. 

He should be mature in judgment, and should be one of our order of in- 
struction, for we can not discount the fact that age, experience and position 
are valuable assets for the head of our organization to possess. He must be 
aman whom the members can look up to in confidence and pride. 

He should be a fair writer and should possess some knowledge of the 
print shop and editorship, for he will have charge of The Forensic. 

He should be a man who is willing to give largely of his time without, 
recompense for the good of the order, and to do so cheerfully and earnestly. 
In other words he should be willing to take the leadership. It should not be 
thrust upon him. 

Where will we find such a man? No doubt there is such a man, if we, 
the members at the convention, have the genius to discover him. 

For our Vice-President and Chairman of our Charter Committee we need 
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an enthusiast. A man who will give time to the expansion policy of Pi 
Kappa Delta. He should be an able second to the President. 

The editor does not wish to see any change in the Treasurer’s department. 
Roy Painter is positively the best man we could find for this job. We 
should not let go of him until we have to. 

Of the other two men left on the council the retiring President expresses 
as his opinion that both are worthy of bigger jobs in Pi Kappa Delta than 
they now hold. 

We all want to see our order go on and make progress, let us then put our 
best judgment into the work of the convention, be frank with one another, 
and do conscientiously what seems best to us for our order. 

With these words of genuine concern for the future welfare of Pi Kappa 
Delta, the editor bows himself out of the printed page to prepare for his 
final duties before the convention. May his successor be as happy in his 
job as he has been, may be make as many loyal friends in his work, and 
may his success be greater and his reward more satisfying, 





ALBERT J. McCULLOCH J, R. MACARTHUR 
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J. R. PELSMA 


P, C. SOMERVILLE W. D. WENTZ 








Directory of Pi Kappa Delta 


National President—Egbert Ray Nichols, University of Redlands, Redlands, 
California. 


National Vice President and Chairman of Charter Committee—E. A. Vaughan, 
Camp Sheridan, Chattanooga, Tenn. (Resigned, war work.) 


National Secretary—Dr. J. R. Macarthur, K. S. A. C., Manhattan, Kansas. 
National Treasurer—Roy Painter, Hanna, Wyoming. 


National Historian—J. H. Krenmyre, Tiffin, Iowa. 


LOCAL CHAPTERS: 
California— 
University of Redlands—President, Ruth Johnson, Bekins Hall, Redlands. 


Colorado— 
Colorado Agricultural College—Roy Foard, President: Alfred Westfall, 
Coach, Ft. Collins, Colo. 
Colorado Teachers’ College—Prof. G, W. Finley, President; Miss Anna B. 
Hennick, Secretary, Greeley, Colo. 
Illinois— 
Eureka College—President, H. O. Pritchard, Eureka, III. 
Illinois Wesleyan—Corresponding Secretary, P. C. Somerville, Blooming- 
ton, Ill. 


Iowa— 
Highland Park College— 
Iowa Wesleyan—President, Arthur Ollivier, Mt. Pleasant, Ia. 
Morningside College—Prof. Charles A. Marsh, 3915 Peters Ave., Sioux 
City, Iowa. 


Kansas 

Fairmount College—President, Marion LeCocq, Ruth Hershey, Fairmount 
College, Wichita, Kansas. 

Kansas State Agricultural College—Dr. John R. MacArthur, Box 176, K. 
S. A. C., Manhattan, Kans. 

Kansas State Normal—Prof. F. L. Gilson, Deptartment of Public Speak- 
ing, Emporia, Kansas. 

Ottawa University—Prof. C. O. Hardy, Ottawa, Kansas. 

Southwestern—Prof. A. J. McCulloch, Winfield, Kansas; V, J. Rosecrans, 
Secretary, Winfield, Kans. 

Washburn College—Prof. E. D. Schonberger, 1309 College Ave., Toneka, 
Kansas; Mabel Jones, Secretary, 1217 Fillmore Street, Topeka, Kans. 


Oklahoma— ; 
Cklahoma A. & M. College—E, Ray Skinner, Stillwater, Okla.; Prof. J. 


R. Pelsma, Stillwater, Okla. 


South Dakota— 
Huron College—Prof. E. L. Hunt, Huron, South Dakota. 
South Dakota Wesleyan—L. E. Lushbough, Secretary-Treasurer, Mitchell, 
South Dakota. 
Wisconsin— : 
Ripon College—Prof. H. P. Boody, Ripon, Wisconsin; Hugh M. Jones, 
Secretary, Ripon, Wisconsin. 





Pi Kappa Delta Keys 


More than One Hundred Pi Kappa Delta Keys were sold to members 
during the school year just passed. Did you get yours? If you didn’t, 
order one now. Each year brings more distinction to the Key of Pi 
Kappa Delta. Show your loyalty by wearing one. 


PRICES—(REVISED MAY, 1917) 


Pearl or opal eye, pearl or opal circle 

Pearl or opal eye, sapphire circle 

Pearl or opal eye, turquoise circle 

Pearl or opal eye, emerald circle 

Pearl or opal eye, diamond circle 

Emerald eye, pearl, opal or turquoise circle 

Emerald eye, sapphire circle 

Emerald eye, emerald circle 

Emerald eye, diamond circle 

Diamond eye, pearl, opal, turquoise circle 

Diamond eye, sapphire circle 

Diamond eye, emerald circle 

Diamond eye, diamond circle 

es for changes in jewelling: 

Pearl to opal, or opal to pearl 

Opal or pearl to turquoise 

Opal, pearl, turquoise to sapphire 

Opal, pearl, turquoise to emerald 

Opal, pearl, turquoise to diamond 

Explanation of Key jewelling: 
Degrees 
Fraternity, opal eye. Gratory—Opal circle. 
Proficiency, pearl eye Debgte—Pearl circle. 
Honor, emerald eye Instruction—Emerald circle. 
Special distinction, diamond eye Honorary—Sapphire circle. 
Two Sizes—Fob and Lavaliere. Orat. and Deb.—Turquoise circle. 
Orat., Debt. and Inst.—Diamond 
circle. 

Terms—aAll orders must be sent to the National Treasurer. Remit- 
tance must accompany order. Orders are taken for solid gold Keys 
only. Unless Lavaliere is designated Fob size will be sent. 

Please add 3% war tax on all ROY PAINTER Treasurer, 
orders. Hanna, Wyoming. 





